
George Shultz shares vision for 
protecting climate and solving 

political gridlock 
Former Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz explained why 
he thinks a revenue-neutral 
carbon tax and dividend plan 
will help curtail climate change 
at an Acterra event in Palo 
Alto on April 4. Shultz, who 
was interviewed by Acterra 
executive director Adam 
Stern, delighted an audience 
of 200 at the Palo Alto Art 
Center with anecdotes from 
his more than seventy years of 
public service, starting as an 
economic advisor to President 
Eisenhower and serving in four 
cabinet positions under Presidents Nixon and Reagan.

As a founding member of the Climate Leadership Council, Shultz joined other 
prominent Republicans in February in issuing “The Conservative Case for 
Carbon Dividends,” a proposal similar to a plan promoted by the Citizens 
Climate Lobby in recent years. The plan would enact an initial tax of $40 per 
ton of carbon emissions, charged at the extraction site or port of entry for 
imported fossil fuels. The tax would increase each year, incentivizing energy 
efficiency and the use of carbon-free energy such as renewable solar and wind 
power. The funds generated would be distributed on a per capita basis to all 
Americans—about $2,000 per year for a family of four, increasing as the tax 
goes up. Shultz recommended that the Social Security Administration receive 

and distribute the funds. 
Individuals and families 
would be sent quarterly 
carbon dividend checks—a 
welcome benefit that would 
strengthen public support 
for the carbon tax.

For a complete article on  
Shultz’s talk, please go to 
acterra.org/george-shultz.
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Former Secretary of State George P. Shultz (left) speaks 
on his carbon tax and dividend proposal with Acterra 
executive director Adam Stern in Palo Alto on April 4. 
Photo by Irene Searles.

BEA award winner SFO, Terminal 2.

Environmental awards 
program takes off in 
new directions     
Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards 
program has a long history of celebrating 
innovative, sustainable business practices 
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. 
With a new award category this year—
the Spare the Air Leadership Award, 
sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District—there is even more 
to celebrate!

Among this year’s award recipients are 
Alcatraz Cruises, Beneficial State Bank, 
Sonoma County Water Agency, and San 
Francisco International Airport. With 
two award winners in the transportation 
sector this year, it’s true that our program 
is “taking off” and “sailing away” in 
new directions! Learn more about the 
Business Environmental Awards program 
and register to attend the reception on 
May 24 at acterra.org/bea. 

Thanks to our major program sponsors:

Spare the Air Leadership Award 
Sponsor: Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District

Event Host: Intuit

Heroes: Garden Court Hotel, LinkedIn, 
SCS Global Services, Symantec
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Acterra Welcomes New Board Members
Catherine Elvert is communications manager for the City of Palo Alto 
Utilities. She oversees public relations for all aspects of the city’s water, 
gas, electric, fiber optics, wastewater, and renewable energy services, 
as well as coordination across the city for green building development, 
urban forestry, sustainability, and climate protection. Prior to working  
with the City of Palo Alto, Catherine directed Northern California  
operations for a statewide environmental consulting firm and managed 

water efficiency programs for the Santa Clara Valley Water District. She has served in 
several advisory roles to environmental nonprofits, including the Loma Prieta Chapter of 
the Sierra Club and Board of Advisors for Wholly H2O. 

Michael Hindery has served as an officer of four universities,  
managed a $1.8 billion budget at the University of California,  
San Francisco, and helped negotiate the merger and breakup of  
UCSF–Stanford Health Care while at Stanford University. Mike was  
a volunteer Big Brother for nearly 25 years. Mike has a life-long  
enjoyment of the outdoors and has hiked and climbed in the Pacific 
Northwest, California, Alaska, Iceland, southern Africa, Nepal, and 

Australia. His environmental activism includes work with Greenpeace and the Sierra 
Club. Mike holds a BS from Santa Clara University, a MUP from the University of  
Washington, and an MA from the University of Pennsylvania.

Bruce Hodge is an environmental activist, fine art photographer, and 
computer scientist. He’s spent most of his computer science career at 
Adobe Systems, where he currently works on a team that writes drawing 
apps for iPads and iPhones. Bruce counts himself as a lifelong  
environmentalist, with his first concerns about climate change surfacing 
in 1985. Since 2006, Bruce has concentrated on getting Palo Alto to 
implement cutting-edge environmental policies, while keeping a close 

eye on many aspects of climate change. He founded Carbon-Free Palo Alto in 2011 and 
played a crucial role in convincing the City of Palo Alto to provide carbon-neutral electricity  
to all customers. Bruce received a BS in Mathematics from the University of Georgia.

Acterra’s First-ever EV Drive-a-thon 
Draws Hundreds (234 to be exact!)  

This February, Acterra conducted its first-ever Electric Vehicle (EV) Drive-a-thon  
with the goal of enabling 200 non-EV owners to experience the benefits of electric 
vehicles firsthand. Switching from a gasoline-powered car to an EV is one of most 
effective ways to reduce your carbon footprint. To launch the campaign, 50 EV  
owners (aka EV Ambassadors) and friends came to EVangelist Sven Thesen’s home 
in Palo Alto to test drive the new Chevy Bolt and make their Drive-a-thon pledges. 
Eager to reach their goals, EV Ambassadors encouraged their friends, neighbors, 
and colleagues to test drive their electric vehicles throughout the campaign. Through 
all of these efforts, we surpassed our original goal with 234 test drives. Thanks to 
those who participated; you’ve helped tip the balance toward widespread EV  
adoption. Go EV!
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Business Environmental Awards Program Expands with 
Workshops and Tours 

Helping Silicon Valley Businesses and Nonprofits  
Grow Roots in Sustainability 

Acterra’s Silicon Valley Green Team Network brings together 
volunteers from local companies and nonprofits with the 
goal of networking and information sharing to increase their 
grassroots sustainability efforts. We now have 80 members in 
our LinkedIn group, and we continue to grow and encourage 
lively discussion. 

The Silicon Valley Green Team Network met at Infinera in 
Sunnyvale on March 1 to learn about building a more vibrant 
green team. With 54 representatives from 30 Bay Area 
organizations, the room was full of energy, questions, and new 
ideas. Among the topics presented were waste prevention, 
corporate gardens, and theme-based action planning meetings. 

Thanks to our lead sponsor Symantec and to Infinera for 
hosting our spring forum. Together, we are greening Silicon 
Valley businesses and nonprofits from the ground up. For more 
information, visit acterra.org/greenteamnetwork.

Speakers at Acterra's Biotech Goes Green workshop at Genentech 
in South San Francisco in January: (left to right) Allison Paradise, 
My Green Lab; Barbara Erny, MD, Palo Alto Medical Foundation; 
Mark Madsen, Stericycle; Gil Martin, Thermo Fisher Scientific; Blair 
Michael, Thermo Fisher Scientific; and Tobias Schulz, SCS Global 
Services.

This year, the Business Environmental Awards program has 
grown to include new educational workshops and tours. 
By providing more detailed information and specific tools, 
we are enabling and inspiring other businesses to replicate 
the environmental programs of our awardees. 

On January 31, more than 50 individuals from 24  
different organizations from the healthcare and biotech 
industries came together at Genentech in South San  
Francisco. The afternoon included two tours: Genentech’s 
Pilot Plant and healthy building. We also provided a panel 
including representatives from past awardees Thermo 
Fisher Scientific and SCS Global Services, presenting  
specific sustainability topics. Genentech presented an  
in-depth description of their sustainability efforts.

A similar tour and workshop was held on November 15, 
2016 for professionals from the real estate management, 
design, and construction field. We toured a new net-zero 
energy (NZE) sustainable commercial retrofit by the Sharp 
Development, Hillhouse Construction, and Integral Group 
award-winning team. The program then continued with 
detailed presentations from this team during a  
workshop at LinkedIn’s new NZE retrofitted building 
around the corner. 

Acterra thanks our hosts Genentech and LinkedIn as  
well as past award recipients for sharing their knowledge 
and expertise. 

Silicon Valley Green Team Network members brainstorm 
and share ideas to increase employee engagement in their 
programs.
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Sunny Days Bring New Solar Energy 
to East Palo Alto Homes  

Following this year’s long rainy season, solar energy has finally started to flow 
through the first two homes involved with Acterra’s Green@Home to Grid Ready 
program. On March 15, a crew trained by Grid Alternatives, a national nonprofit 
that installs solar panels for low-income homeowners, showed up at a home on 
Glen Way and another on Verbena Drive in East Palo Alto.  

Before the solar panels went on the 
roof, however, Acterra’s community 
outreach manager Violet Saena and 
her team of volunteers worked with the 
residents to install basic energy-saving 
devices in their homes to lower their 
energy needs as much as possible be-
fore their solar system came online.

Funded by a grant from the Palo Alto 
Community Fund and generous do-
nors, Acterra’s work in East Palo Alto 
includes free energy-saving “house 
calls” and do-it-yourself workshops with 
hands-on training in energy-saving 
techniques.  

The next workshop will be April 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Palo Alto YMCA,  
550 Bell Street. Contact Violet Saena to sign up: violet.saena@acterra.org.  
Everyone who attends will go home with a set of energy- and water-saving devices 
to install in their homes.

Acterra is also actively recruiting more low-income homeowners in East Palo Alto, 
especially those who live east of 101 along the University Avenue corridor, to  
determine their eligibility for the free solar systems installed by Grid Alternatives 
with funding from California’s cap-and-trade program. Please contact Violet 
Saena at violet.saena@acterra.org to learn more.

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 86 34,891 58 3,738 7,633
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

ENV IRONMENTAL  BENEF I TS  S TATEMENT

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Upcoming Events
Visit acterra.org for information  
on these upcoming events in your  
community. Events are free unless  
otherwise noted.

Join Acterra on Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  

Public Lecture Series
Thursday, May 11, 7:30 p.m. 
Flying the (Climate) Friendly Skies: Sustain-

ability @ SFO with Erin Cooke
Microsoft, Mountain View Campus 

Business Environmental Awards 
Ceremony and Reception

Wednesday May 24, 6 p.m. 
Intuit, Mountain View

Great Nonprofits  
Acterra has been honored with 
a 2016 Top-Rated Award from 
GreatNonprofits, a website that 
collects community-sourced stories 
and testimonials to identify nonprofits 
having a significant and meaningful 
impact in their communities. We are 
proud to have received such powerful 
feedback from members, donors, and 
volunteers who have witnessed our 
work up close!

In March, Acterra convened local 
climate activists to coordinate carbon 
reduction efforts: (left to right)  
Jennifer Thompson, executive director,  
Sustainable Silicon Valley; Bruce 
Hodge, Acterra board member and 
co-founder Carbon-Free Palo Alto; 
Bret Anderson; Carbon-Free Palo Alto; 
Bruce Karney, president, Carbon-Free 
Silicon Valley; Debbie Mytels, Energy 
and Climate program director,  
Acterra; Adam Stern, executive  
director, Acterra; and Diane Bailey, 
executive director, Menlo Spark.

Acterra's Green@Home to Grid Ready 
project manager Violet Saena (left) and 
Alicia Moron (right) who received a free solar 
installation in March.  


