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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Acterra Opens Applications for Spare the Air Leadership Award Recognizing 
Sustainable Practices in the Bay Area 
 
PALO ALTO, November 4, 2020 – Today Acterra (acterra.org) announced a Call for Applications for the 
2021 Spare the Air Leadership Award, sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, to 
be presented in March of 2021. Since 1990, Acterra has operated its annual Business Environmental 
Awards program to recognize sustainability leadership by businesses. In contrast to past years, Acterra 
is inviting applications in a single category this year; this decision was necessitated by current COVID-
related public health constraints, and out of concern for the safety of applicants, judges, and program 
staff.  
 
The Spare the Air Leadership Award is presented in recognition of a specific project that has 
demonstrated significant leadership in air quality improvement, for instance through the curbing of 
air pollutants or greenhouse gases, or the development of innovative approaches to cleaner air. Past 
recipients of the award include: Central Concrete (2020); Goodwill Industries of San Francisco, San 
Mateo, and Marin (2019); and Kaiser Permanente (2018).  
 
“For nearly 30 years Spare the Air has encouraged pollution reducing, clean air behavior to improve 
air quality and public health,” said Jack Broadbent, Executive Officer at the Bay Area Air District, the 
sponsoring agency for the Spare the Air Leadership Award. “The Air District is proud to partner with 
Acterra on the Spare the Air Leadership Award this year to advance actions that will help improve air 
quality and protect the planet.” 
 
Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards program is one of the oldest and most prestigious 
environmental recognition programs due to a broad geographic scope and a rigorous judging process. 
By honoring those organizations—large and small—that have demonstrated innovation and 
leadership in sustainability, the Business Environmental Awards program encourages broader 
adoption of sustainable operating practices throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.  
 
“The word of the hour is resiliency. Businesses are seeing abrupt disruptions whose message is clear: 
those who innovate with future sustainability in mind will persevere. With climate change impacts 
already upon us, challenges become opportunities to embrace cleaner, more sustainable and more 
cost-effective solutions.” said Lauren Weston, Executive Director at Acterra. “This program champions 
Bay Area companies, public agencies, and schools who are bringing about changes to green and 
strengthen communities and improve quality of life,” commented Ms. Weston. 
 
Any private or public business entity, division or facility with a project located within Alameda, Contra 
Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, or within the boundaries of the Bay Area 
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Air District’s jurisdiction in southern Solano or southern Sonoma County, is eligible to apply. The 
project must have clear and demonstrated environmental benefits to the local community.  
 
Applications are open from now until December 15, 2020. For more information, visit 
www.acterra.org/bea. 
 
About Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet 
Acterra is a 501(c)(3) environmental nonprofit based in Palo Alto that has served the Bay Area for 
50 years. With programs in beneficial electrification of buildings and transportation, sustainable 
and climate-friendly food systems, workplace sustainability, and education, Acterra brings people 
together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. For more information, visit acterra.org. 
 


