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Acterra Announces “Meet the EVengers” Virtual Event  
A panel of Stanford University alumni, faculty, and staff will talk about “EV superpowers” gained from switching 
to electric vehicles.  

Event website: tiny.cc/meetevengers 

PALO ALTO – March 9, 2021 – The Acterra Karl Knapp GoEV Program has launched an initiative to engage the 
Stanford community in the electric vehicle movement by sharing the stories of alumni, faculty, and staff who 
drive electric vehicles and have gained “EV superpowers.” Acterra invites all Bay Area residents interested in 
going electric to its March 31 “Meet the EVengers” Virtual Event.    

Acterra, a 50-year non-profit based in the San Francisco Bay Area, is working to educate people about how 
electric vehicles (EVs) are more eco-friendly than gas-powered vehicles and how EVs can be affordable for 
every household. In California, over 40% of carbon emissions are due to the transportation sector. The average 
gas-powered vehicle produces 25 times as much carbon dioxide per mile as an electric vehicle charged on the 
Bay Area power grid. 

On September 23, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom issued an executive order banning sales of new gasoline-
fueled vehicles by 2035, making California the first state in the nation to do so. Bay Area consumers are 
speeding ahead of this ambitious goal, accounting for 8% of California’s cars but 20% of its EVs. Acterra's Karl 
Knapp GoEV program is helping future EV owners make the transition even easier. 

The Karl Knapp GoEV program runs regular workshops and financial incentive clinics that help educate the 
public about the benefits of EVs and the numerous rebates and grants that make EVs more affordable. Its 
newest campaign, The EVengers, shares the stories of Stanford alumni, faculty, and staff who drive electric 
vehicles to inspire other members of the Stanford community to go electric. The EVengers (a play on “The 
Avengers”) are sharing why they love their EVs and what “EV superpowers” they have gained since going 
electric. Captain Carbonlite has an invisible carbon footprint and Whisper’s super stealth helps her leave no 
trace when she drives.  

“I bought my first electric car in 2009 because I had to practice what I preach,” shared Professor Mark 
Jacobson, the Director of Atmosphere/Energy Programs at Stanford University. “It was immediately the best 
car I had ever driven, and I have never looked back...it made me feel I was doing something right for the 
world.” Mark Jacobson’s EVengers persona is Professor E, whose Net-Zero-Energy house serves as the 
headquarters for the electrifying team of superheroes.  

The 60-minute “Meet the EVengers” virtual event on March 31, 2021 at 7pm PDT is an opportunity for 
members of the public to get to know these everyday heroes. Stanford students, Bay-Area residents, and other 
EVengers fans will be invited to meet the superheroes, ask questions about electric vehicles, and learn more 
about EV rebates, charging options, solar + EVs, battery storage, and the prospect of rapid growth in the EV 
market in the coming months. Highlighted vehicles will include the Tesla S, Tesla 3, Chevy Bolt, Nissan Leaf, 
and Kia Niro EV. The event is free, virtual, and open to all people who want to learn more about EVs. 
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The Karl Knapp GoEV program was named in honor of a Stanford professor, Karl Knapp, who was an advocate 
for electric vehicles as early as the 1990s, before they became widespread. “The EVengers are building on the 
legacy of Stanford as a place that fosters innovation, education, and personal responsibility. It’s a great way of 
paying tribute to the Stanford origins of the Karl Knapp program,” said Ariane Erickson, who manages the 
Acterra program.  

You can also hear more from the EVengers in their ongoing digital comic series where they use their EV 
superpowers to come to the aid of local residents. The comics appear regularly on the Acterra 
(@planetacterra) and EVengers (@the.evengers) Instagram pages. The comics are illustrated by Stanford 
undergraduate Aspen Stuart-Cunningham (Class of ‘23). 

Please visit  tiny.cc/meetevengers to register for the Meet the EVengers event. For more information, visit 
acterra.org/evengers. 

Acterra’s Karl Knapp GoEV Program launched in September 2018 in honor of Karl Knapp,  a longtime Stanford 
professor, renewable energy expert, and Earth champion. The Karl Knapp GoEV program provides resources 
and educational materials to Bay Area residents who are looking to go electric and carries on Karl Knapp’s 
vision of a clean energy future.  Based in Palo Alto, Acterra is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to bring people together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. For more information, please visit: 
acterra.org/goev 
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