
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
Acterra to spotlight local heroes taking action on climate change 

“Promise to Our Planet” online benefit to honor the Bay Area’s green businesses, 
organizations, and individuals, with keynote speaker Bill McKibben 

Event website: acterra.org/promise  

PALO ALTO—February 17, 2021—Acterra, a Bay Area nonprofit that promotes climate change action and 
awareness, announced that its spring benefit, “Promise to Our Planet,” will be held on March 26, 2021. 
This event includes the presentation of Acterra’s 31st annual Business Environmental Awards by 
announcing the winner of the 2021 Spare the Air Leadership Award, sponsored by the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District.  

Against a backdrop of increasing concern over the state’s most destructive wildfire season in history, 
threats to the region’s transportation corridors and essential services from worsening floods and storms, 
and the record-breaking accumulation of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere, Acterra’s “Promise to Our 
Planet” event will focus attention on impactful actions already underway to combat our climate crisis. 
These local solutions include reducing greenhouse gas emissions from buildings and transportation, 
creating more sustainable and healthy food systems, celebrating the environmental leadership of Bay Area 
companies and organizations, and building support for education and mentorship of the next generation of 
climate activists.  
 
Since January 2021, the federal administration has recognized the climate as one of its top priorities and 
proposed policies to support clean energy and resilience. During the previous administration’s climate 
denialism, by contrast, fell to local decision makers such as mayors, city councils, area businesses, and 
community organizations to sustain the drumbeat of climate action. Indeed, a recent Public Policy Institute 
of California poll found that, relative to U.S. residents overall, Californians are more likely to think that 
climate warming is very important and to say they are even willing to change their own lifestyle to address 
the problem. 
 
The virtual gathering from 5 to 8 p.m. on March 26, 2021 will constitute Acterra’s largest community-
building event in its 50-year history, bringing together local government officials, prominent business 
professionals, philanthropists, and community leaders. “This is the Acterra community taking a stand for 
the planet after one of the hardest years for our collective environmental work. We cannot save the planet 
alone and there is no time but the present. This is our Promise—to each other and the planet we call 
home,” stated Lauren Weston, Executive Director of Acterra. Weston added, “Taking action on climate 
change is not a choice; it’s a necessity.” 

  



Event Highlights 

Bay Area Award Winners include entities and individuals who have contributed significantly to advancing 
climate action.  

• Spare the Air Leadership Award — Two finalists for this award, sponsored by the Bay Area Air 
District, and part of the Acterra Business Environmental Awards, will be recognized. “The Spare the 
Air Leadership Award annually recognizes a company who leads by example and independently 
takes the initiative to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gases in their business,” said Jack 
Broadbent, executive officer of the Bay Area Air District. “This award salutes leaders who 
voluntarily take actions needed to protect our climate and air quality, setting a higher standard for 
Bay Area businesses.” The 2021 Finalists are Granite Construction Company and Silicon Valley 
Clean Energy & Peninsula Clean Energy (joint finalist). The recipient of the Award will be 
announced as part of the evening’s activities.  

• Champions of Promise Award — Individuals will be spotlighted for their contributions in the 
categories of Workplace Sustainability, Youth Education and Activism, Beneficial Electrification for 
All, and Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet. 

Funds raised prior to and the night of the event during the Acterra “Fund-A-Future” will support Acterra’s 
community-based programs (Beneficial Electrification for All; Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet; You(th) Be The 
Change; Workplace Sustainability).  

Event Speakers include nationally renowned leaders in the sustainability space, including: 

• BIll McKibben — Founder of the international grassroots climate campaign 350.org, the first 
planet-wide, grassroots climate change movement, which has organized twenty thousand climate 
action rallies around the world. Time Magazine called him "the planet's best green journalist." The 
Boston Globe claimed he was "the country's most important environmentalist." 

• Wade Crowfoot — California's Natural Resources Secretary. His key priorities include the Cutting 
Green Tape initiative to increase the pace and scale of environmental restoration, and the 
protection and preservation of California’s forests, rivers and waterways, coast and ocean, fish and 
wildlife, and world-renowned biodiversity. 

• Bryant Terry — James Beard Award-Winning Chef, activist, and author of the acclaimed books 
Vegetable Kingdom and Vegan Soul Kitchen. He is Chef-in-Residence at the Museum of the African 
Diaspora. "This young food activist makes southern cooking healthy and cool" says the New York 
Times. 

Sponsorships and host opportunities are available by contacting Zack Wurtz, zack.wurtz@acterra.org. 

Additional Information 

Leaders of these concurrent Breakout Sessions span the environmental and sustainability fields:  

• Rachel Golden — Deputy Director of the Sierra Club's Clean Buildings Campaign, accelerating an 
equitable transition from gas to all-electric homes and buildings.  

• Isaias Hernandez — Environmental Educator and creator of @QueerBrownVegan, providing 
education online through digital content that addresses the climate crisis. 

• Malcolm Shabazz Hoover — Co- Founder and Co-Director of Black Futures Farm in Portland, 
Washington and a member of the BFSC leadership team. 

• Vinita Jacinto Chopra — Founder of The Spice Whisperer. Formerly taught sustainable, vegetarian, 
healthy cooking at the California Culinary Academy. Vinita will lead participants in an induction 
cooktop plant-based meal. 



• Chelsea Sexton — Co-Founder of Plug In America. She has worked to accelerate electric 
transportation since the mid-1990, including directing an automotive X PRIZE to encourage the 
development of compelling, highly efficient vehicles.  

• Bill Weihl (an Acterra Board Member) — Founder and Executive Director of ClimateVoice, a non-
profit that is mobilizing the workforce to encourage companies to go “all in” on climate to support 
public policy everywhere they operate.  

More about the Spare the Air Leadership Award Finalists (please see acterra.org/bea): 
 

• Granite Construction’s Santa Clara Asphalt Plant Renovation (2019) boosted the facility’s 
operations to 45% faster while reducing particulate matter and carbon monoxide emissions. 
Among the top 5 most productive Granite facilities nationally, this facility manufactures between 
300,000 and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually, 40,000 to 60,000 tons of which reincorporates 
recycled asphalt paving material into new mix designs. 

• Peninsula-Silicon Valley Reach Code Initiative is a regional effort that expands local codes to 
advance all-electric buildings (new construction) and electrified transportation. Co-led by Silicon 
Valley Clean Energy and Peninsula Clean Energy, two Bay Area Community Choice Aggregators 
(CCAs), the partnership is comprised of formal relationships across 40 local governments with 
other key stakeholders. This initiative has developed and supported first-in-the-nation model 
building codes while creating a regional support network to provide standardized, extensive 
technical assistance and resources. 

 
This event will take place on Friday, March 26, 2021, on Hopin, an online platform that allows an 
interactive and customizable networking & entertainment experience. For information and tickets, please 
go to acterra.org/promise 

 
About Acterra: Acterra is a San Francisco Bay Area 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that brings people 
together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. Acterra’s educational programs help people and 
communities use cleaner power and reduce their carbon footprint through beneficial electrification of homes, 
businesses, and transportation, and climate-friendly food choices such as plant-forward diets and reduced food 
waste. For more information, visit acterra.org 
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