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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

         

 

Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards Program Celebrates 30th 
Anniversary 
 
PALO ALTO, September 23, 2019 -- Acterra (acterra.org/bea) recently announced the launch of the 
2020 cycle of the Acterra Business Environmental Awards, a program recognizing businesses, 
nonprofits, and government entities that have demonstrated exceptional innovation and leadership in 
sustainability. Now enjoying its 30th year, the Business Environmental Awards program is one of the 
longest-running and best-regarded of its kind. Organizations located in any of the ten Bay Area 
counties are eligible to apply. Recent award winners include Sonoma Academy, Kaiser Permanente, 
Intuit, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Oracle, Impossible Foods, stok and Aperia Technologies.   
 
“It’s exciting to see Bay Area corporations, small businesses, schools, and public agencies stepping up 
their commitments to sustainability and moving us closer to net-zero emissions in key sectors like 
transportation and buildings. Right now, there is enormous potential for all these organizations to 
make an impact,” said Acterra’s Executive Director, Lauren Weston. Nicole Angiel, Director of Business 
Partnerships for Sustainability at Acterra, remarked, “Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards are 
about magnifying what any one business can accomplish. This program succeeds because our winners 
share success stories and raise the bar for sustainability innovation across industries.” 
 
Applicants undergo rigorous program review from a panel of expert judges, elevating the 
reputation of the Acterra Business Environmental Awards among other award programs. “We are 
so honored that Acterra has recognized our program knowing the high value of leadership they 
have in the environmental and sustainability world,” commented Principal & Vice President 
Dorinda Shipman of Langan Engineering & Environmental Services, a 2019 Business Environmental 
Award recipient. Ms. Shipman added, “with leadership from organizations like Acterra there is a 
lot more we can do to improve the condition of our planet for generations.”  
 
For a 30% discount on the registration fee, organizations should register to apply by November 1, 
2019. The application deadline is December 6, 2019. For more information, visit 
www.acterra.org/bea. 
 
2020 Acterra Business Environmental Award Categories: 
 
Acterra Award for Sustainability 
Acterra’s highest award recognizes businesses whose programs achieve significant triple bottom 
line benefits (people, planet, profit) and advance the state of sustainability in a given industry or 
across industry sectors. 
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Environmental Innovation 
Rewards the successful implementation of a new or significantly improved environmental product, 
solution or technology, such as a new business service, a new invention or a new way of solving an 
environmental problem. 
 
Environmental Project 
Rewards a specific environmental project that has demonstrated significant leadership in a focused 
area, such as resource conservation (water, waste, energy), pollution prevention, or minimizing 
carbon footprint. 
 
Spare the Air Leadership Award  
(Sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District) 
Rewards a specific air quality improvement project that has demonstrated significant leadership in 
a focused area, such as reducing air pollutants, greenhouse gases, pollution prevention, or 
developed innovative approaches to cleaner air. 
 
Sustainable Built Environment 
Rewards a building project that conserves natural resources and promotes the health and well-
being of its occupants. 
 

 
 
About Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet 
Acterra is a San Francisco Bay Area 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that brings people 
together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. Acterra promotes sustainability in the 
workplace via its environmental awards program for businesses and organizations and by creating 
mechanisms for companies to learn from one another. Our educational programs help people 
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learn about, and combat, climate change by saving energy, using cleaner power, and reducing 
their carbon footprint at home, at work, on the road, and in the community. For more 
information, visit www.acterra.org. 

https://www.acterra.org/

