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PRESS RELEASE (for Immediate Release) 

Acterra Announces “Code Red for Humanity: What Municipalities Can Do” Climate Webinar 

A panel of distinguished climate experts and leaders will speak with urgency about the implications of the 
recent “Code Red” warning from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) — and how cities and 
residents can take constructive action. 

Event registration: www.eventbrite.com/e/code-red-for-humanity-what-municipalities-can-do-tickets-
224359825277 or acterra.org/events  

PALO ALTO – January 4, 2022 – Environmental organization Acterra invites local elected officials and 
their concerned constituents to participate in “Code Red for Humanity: What Municipalities Can Do,” a 
webinar focused on the actions that Bay Area policy makers and residents can take in response to our 
global climate emergency. The free 90-minute event will take place on January 14, 2022 from 12:00 to 
1:30 pm (Pacific Standard Time) via Zoom.  

The webinar will focus on strategies to decarbonize buildings and transportation, which together 
account for approximately 80% of greenhouse gas emissions from Bay Area cities. Five invited speakers 
will provide the scientific context of the climate crisis and discuss viable solutions that are available at 
the local level, at scales that are politically and economically relevant for Bay Area municipalities.  

“With UN Secretary-General [Antonio] Guterres warning that the latest IPCC report is a ‘Code Red for 
Humanity,’ it is time for all of us to embrace innovative solutions,” said California State Senator Josh 
Becker, one of the event’s guest speakers. “Cities and counties have a unique catalyzing role to play in 
reducing the worst effects of climate change. I’m pleased to join this expert panel and invite Bay Area 
elected officials to attend this virtual event and participate in the discussion of ideas that could be 
equitably applied in their communities.” 

Acterra, a San Francisco Bay Area nonprofit, has made climate change education and advocacy the focus 
of its work for the past few decades. With “Code Red for Humanity,” the nonprofit’s goal is to educate 
elected officials about the known impacts of climate change on communities, the range of tools and 
solutions that can be implemented today, and provide some direction for municipalities to set sound 
local climate policy to mitigate the worst effects of climate change.  

“This event will help empower local leaders and community members to pursue meaningful and 
impactful climate action,” said Lauren Weston, Acterra’s Executive Director. “Agreeing on the urgent 
need for action is a key first step; and learning from those in the vanguard of local climate policy is 
another big step forward.” 

Two speakers will offer first-hand experience in championing decarbonization policies at the municipal 
level. Veronika Vostinak, Sustainability Analyst for the City of Half Moon Bay, authored and has led the 
development of a first-in-the-nation policy that would sunset the delivery of natural gas (a greenhouse 
gas 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide) in the City by 2045. Dr. Luis Aguirre-Torres, the Director 
of Sustainability for the City of Ithaca, NY, helped enact an ambitious plan to decarbonize all 6000 
buildings in the city by 2030. 
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This webinar will be of particular interest to local elected officials and their staff, as well as concerned 
members of the public or local organizations interested in working towards effective responses to the 
climate crisis. After the event’s conclusion, attendees of the event will receive an electronic resource 
guide with suggestions for actions at the local level.  

Please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/code-red-for-humanity-what-municipalities-can-do-tickets-
224359825277 to register for this FREE virtual event. 

 

Full speaker lineup: 

● Dr. Paul Edwards – Director of the Program of Science, Technology & Society at Stanford University 
and a lead author on the latest IPCC 6th Assessment Report. He will translate the science and answer 
the question: how bad is it, really? 
 

● Dr. Saul Griffith – engineer, inventor, climate solutions expert, MacArthur Genius Award recipient, 
founder of Rewiring America, and author of Electrify: An Optimist’s Playbook for Our Clean Energy 
Future. He will describe real-world technology solutions and why we should “electrify” everything 
now. 

● Veronika Vostinak – Sustainability Analyst for the City of Half Moon Bay and author of an innovative 
policy that, if passed, would sunset the delivery of natural gas in the City by 2045. She will share 
lessons learned on the journey to pass bold climate policy at the city level. 

● Dr. Luis Aguirre-Torres – Director of Sustainability for the City of Ithaca, NY. He is behind an 
ambitious plan to decarbonize all 6000 buildings in the city by 2030. His efforts combine climate 
justice with innovative financing and policy solutions to dramatically lower emissions while 
supporting green jobs. 

● Senator Josh Becker – Senator Josh Becker is California’s District 13 State Senator who ran for office 
on a platform of addressing climate change. He was a member of the California delegation at the 
Glasgow Climate Change Conference (COP26) in November.  He serves as Chair of the Senate 
Subcommittee on the Clean Energy Future and as Vice Chair of the state's Joint Legislative 
Committee on Climate Change. Senator Becker will explain the catalytic role cities play in advancing 
state and national climate policy. 

About Acterra: Acterra is a San Francisco Bay Area 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that brings people 
together to create local solutions for a healthy planet. Acterra helps people and communities use cleaner power 
and reduce their carbon footprint through beneficial electrification of homes, businesses, and transportation, 
climate-friendly food choices such as plant-forward diets and reduced food waste, youth climate educational 
programming, and networks and programs that foster workplace sustainability. For more information, visit 
acterra.org 
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