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PALO ALTO, February 2, 2022— As part of the 2022 Business Environmental Awards, environmental 
nonprofit Acterra has selected three organizations as finalists for its inaugural Sustainable Food Systems 
Leadership Award. All three entities are located in Alameda County, CA. Acterra’s Business Environmental 
Awards program recognizes exceptional achievements in sustainability among companies, nonprofits, and 
public agencies headquartered in the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. Presented annually since 1990, 
these prestigious awards bring greater visibility to successful innovations and encourage their wider 
adoption and replication. “We introduced a new award category to highlight the outsized impact of food 
— on culture, economics, human capital, and on our planet’s health,” said Patty Christofferson, Senior 
Manager for Workplace Sustainability. “Before Covid, food system resiliency was not a front-burner issue. 
Now the pandemic has revealed how aspects of the system are hurting. This award helps shine a light on 
where the sector is finding workable solutions.” said Lauren Weston, Acterra’s Executive Director.  
 
The applicant organizations ranged in size from start-ups to multi-national firms and were asked to 
demonstrate a project, program, innovation, collaboration or business that reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions generated from food and/or contribute to a more circular and sustainable food system. Prior to 
the final deliberation, the Awards finalists will undergo additional vetting by a panel of expert judges. The 
Awards will be conferred on Friday, March 25, 2022 in an online ceremony. Tickets are available now at 
www.acterra.org/promise. 
 
The three finalists are: 
Hodo – Oakland-based tofu company that uses handcrafted, minimally processed, and zero-waste 
methods of production. Their soy-based products (soy milk, tofu, and yuba) are made from organic, 
sustainably-sourced, whole-bean inputs. Hodo is served at 3,000+ food service locations across the 
country, from Michelin-starred to fast casual chains and corporate campus cafeterias, and is also available 
to retail consumers. The company has been profiled in outlets including Men’s Health, The New York 
Times, Bon Appétit Magazine’s Healthyish, and Bloomberg. 
 
“Operation Together,” Food Shift – A project run by Food Shift (a fiscally sponsored project of Earth Island 
Institute) which recovers food that would otherwise be wasted from sources such as produce markets and 
transforms it into higher value food products. Their paid culinary apprenticeship program provides 
training for people who are overcoming employment discrimination. Operation Together’s food-oriented 
economic development model aims to address climate change, food waste, hunger, financial security and 
community health at a replicable, local level to promote a more just and equitable food system. Food Shift 
is located in the City of Alameda, CA. 
  
  



   
 

   
 

 
ReGrained SuperGrain+® – A product that uses patented technology to rescue food from processors and 
upcycle it into versatile, healthful ingredients. ReGrained’s SuperGrain+Ⓡ helps repurpose the brewing 
industry’s “spent grain” supply to the tune of 400,000 pounds per year. Every pound of upcycled spent 
grain prevents the carbon dioxide equivalent of burning 1 pound of coal and saves over 300 gallons of 
water. With operations based in Berkeley, CA, the company maintains a global presence with over 60 
active projects in its pipeline with a range of major food makers. 
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About Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet  
Acterra is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that brings people together to create local solutions for a healthy 
planet. Acterra’s educational programs help people reduce their carbon footprint at home, at work, on the road, 
and in the community. Acterra’s Workplace Sustainability Program recognizes San Francisco Bay Area organizations 
that are sustainability leaders and creates mechanisms for local organizations to engage in peer learning. For more 
information, visit acterra.org. 


